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We are all called  

 
May I speak, and we listen, in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy spirit. Amen. 
 
As many of you will know – and if you don’t now, you will understand when you see the hall after the 
service – Margaret and I held a sale of the effects from our brother’s estate here yesterday. I must 
confess, when I looked back in December at the wall of boxes in his one and a half rooms’ worth of 
storage spaces and remembered the large number of boxes at his unit at Dee Why, I felt like running 
away. How could we be asked to do this? It was too much. Why us? What about our lives?  
 
Of course, what pulled us up short in this way of thinking was the realization that there was no-one else, 
and then, of course, there were so many good friends to help and when we actually got down to it, there 
were lots of positives – working together, achieving some good, getting the task done. 
 
But that first initial reaction helped me to understand Jonah. Now, Jonah fled from God’s call for 
somewhat different reasons. It wasn’t for lack of ability – when he finally did go to Ninevah and call out 
for its citizens to repent, they did:  “And the people of Ninevah believed God,; they proclaimed a fast, 
and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.”  Jonah 3.5 
 
So Jonah was well equipped for what he was asked to do. He rebelled against God’s commission 
because he didn’t like the idea that the people of Ninevah might be spared. He disapproved of God’s 
radical love and forgiveness. That’s what was too much to ask. 
 
We see a very different response to God’s call from Simon and Andrew, James and John. All of them 
were going about their daily routines and Jesus called them to follow him, and they just did. 
Immediately! It wasn’t about going just down the street for a meeting, or to help on a particular task for 
a couple of days. Jesus call was to much more than that. 
 
The purpose of this following Jesus is set out in the first two verses of our Gospel reading today: 
 
“Now, after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the good news of God and saying: 
“The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe in the good news.” 
 
These four first disciples are being called to follow Jesus in learning the new way of the Kingdom of 
God, here and now, a way that ran counter to the kingdom of Caesar and Herod, a new path in life that 
leads to Jerusalem, the place of confrontation with the authorities, death and resurrection. For Mark, this 
is the way that Jesus taught, that Jesus embodied and that Jesus called his followers to follow. 
 
The central importance of this new way and how different it is from the normal pattern of life is 
emphasized in our New Testament reading also, where Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, exhorts 
Christ’s followers in that time to behave as though the dominant social, economic and cultural norms of 
the day had no hold on them at all. 
 
Please note: in neither reading is there a call to leap to the barricades, to make others behave in different 
ways. The unfolding story and teaching of the Kingdom of God is about the followers of Jesus living 
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Kingdom lives now, and so participating in the transformation of life in this world – individual lives and 
the world itself. 
 
This story of the commissioning of the first four disciples could be quite easy to gloss over, the prelude 
or scene setting to the meat in the Gospel, the teachings and miracles and death and resurrection. Mark’s 
typical brevity and simplicity could help us to miss the meaning and challenge that this familiar story 
holds for each of us. 
 
Fortunately, the lectionary writers have put the story of Jonah and the writings of Paul together with the 
familiar to jog us into deeper reflection. 
 
So, my challenge to us all is this. 
 
How will those of us who profess to be Christians – after all, we come together to worship each week– 
how will we respond to this call to become disciples, learning together how to live the life of the 
Kingdom of God into every corner of human existence? What comforts and familiarities are we called to 
leave to become followers of The Way and to participate in bringing God’s Kingdom closer? 
 
Might we need to consider our patterns of consumption of the resources of God’s creation?  
 
Might we reflect on how we collude with economic systems that rely on exploiting some to maximize 
their profits?  
 
Might we look at how we spend time with God, in prayer or in reading God’s word, so that we grow in 
our knowledge of The Way and develop a hunger for the life of the Kingdom.   
 
Might we need to examine how aligned we are with God’s radical love and forgiveness or how much we 
want to judge others and see them get their just deserts? 
 
Might we wonder whether we react to the feel of God’s call on our lives with the response that Marg 
and I felt about sorting our brother’s effects – It’s too much! What about my life? Why me? 
 
As Lent approaches, these sorts of questions become very pertinent. It should be a time for reflection, 
self-examination, discipline and commitment. We can all wonder about what we might ease back from 
in order to free up resources for prayer and giving. We might try to make time for a Lenten study course 
or discipline. We don’t need to be heroic – just that concept can make us feel inadequate and 
demotivated. We are all fellow journeyers on The Way, and as the archetypal school report says, we 
“could [all] do better”. 
 
But I think that we do all want to be disciples, and when I get a bit confronted by the challenge, I find 
the following words of St Teresa of Avila re-kindle my fire. 
 
Christ has no body now, but ours. 
No hands, no feet on earth, but ours. 
Ours are the eyes through which 
Christ looks compassion into the world. 
Ours are the feet 
with which Christ walks to do good. 
Ours are the hands 
with which Christ blesses the world. 
We are all called. How will we respond? 
 

_____________________________ 


